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2009 ends year with strong growth, December up 38.9% 
· New car registrations rose in December by 38.9% to 150,936 units.
· Full year registrations down 6.4% to 1,994,999 units, the lowest level since 1995.
· Since its introduction, the scrappage scheme has accounted for over a fifth of all new car registrations and is estimated to represent 20.8% of the December market. 

· Average new car CO2 emissions fell by 5.4% on the 2008 level to 149.5g/km in 2009.
“The December new car market was boosted by the Scrappage Incentive Scheme and consumers looking to avoid January’s VAT increase,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “The 2009 market of 1,994,999 new car registrations was significantly above early expectations and reflects the positive impact of the scheme, due to end in February.

“Another tough year awaits the UK motor industry in 2010, with new car registrations expected to be below 2009 levels and only limited recovery in the van and heavy commercial vehicle markets.  Sustaining the progress made in the latter part of 2009 will require stronger demand from fleet and business buyers, alongside the greater availability and affordability of credit and finance,” he continued. 

Change in monthly new car registrations, with and without SIS, full year 2009
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	December
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	150,936
	64,649
	85,312
	975
	83,319
	60,885
	6,732

	2008
	108,691
	49,213
	58,891
	587
	38,967
	63,153
	6,571

	% change
	38.9%
	31.4%
	44.9%
	66.1%
	113.8%
	-3.6%
	2.5%

	Mkt share '09
	
	42.8%
	56.5%
	0.6%
	55.2%
	40.3%
	4.5%

	Mkt share '08
	
	45.3%
	54.2%
	0.5%
	35.9%
	58.1%
	6.0%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	1,994,999
	832,456
	1,147,580
	14,963
	1,014,304
	882,415
	98,280

	2008
	2,131,795
	928,605
	1,187,360
	15,830
	892,259
	1,109,963
	129,573

	% change
	-6.4%
	-10.4%
	-3.4%
	-5.5%
	13.7%
	-20.5%
	-24.2%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.7%
	57.5%
	0.8%
	50.8%
	44.2%
	4.9%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.6%
	55.7%
	0.7%
	41.9%
	52.1%
	6.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	December
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	7,877
	
	1
	Fiesta
	117,296

	 
	2
	Focus
	7,339
	
	2
	Focus
	93,517

	 
	3
	Astra
	6,268
	
	3
	Corsa
	84,478

	 
	4
	Golf
	5,523
	
	4
	Astra
	67,729

	 
	5
	Corsa
	4,759
	
	5
	Golf
	57,187

	 
	6
	MINI
	3,859
	
	6
	207
	48,037

	 
	7
	207
	3,436
	
	7
	MINI
	39,866

	 
	8
	3 Series
	3,017
	
	8
	3 Series
	39,029

	 
	9
	500
	2,764
	
	9
	Insignia
	36,040

	 
	10
	Qashqai
	2,759
	 
	10
	Mondeo
	34,418


Scrappage scheme and imminent VAT rise lift market at end of 2009
· New car registrations dropped 25.9% or 322,524 units in the first six months of 2009.  The Scrappage Incentive Scheme, introduced in May, reinvigorated the market with registrations in the second half of 2009 rising by 21% or 185,728 units.

· The market rose by 38.9% to become the third best December on record and highest since 2005.  The performance was above forecast, as buyers acted before VAT rose.

· The strong year end lifted registrations to 1,994,999 units, some 67,000 above the forecast in October and 337,000 units above the April forecast (pre scrappage scheme announcement).  However, 2009 was still the first sub two million market since 1995.

· Scrappage accounted for a provisional 20.8% of December volumes, with over 280,000 units going through the scheme since its launch in May.  With the scheme finishing the overall new market is forecast to fall back below 1.8 million units in 2010. 

· Private demand performed better than expected, buoyed by scrappage and, more recently, consumers taking advantage of reduced VAT rates.  
· Ford’s Fiesta was the best selling model in December and over the full year.

· Average new car CO2 emissions continued to fall.  The improvement was the best on record, heightened by the scrappage scheme and impact of recession.  Once these temporary measures are gone the rate of decline may moderate.
Note: Chart shows percentage change in new car registrations compared with 2008 levels.





January 2010


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail.  Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed.  Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted.


Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


January 2010 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 4 February 2010





Notes:


The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  


The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 65% of total manufacturing turnover and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce each vehicle is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" �www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.














